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MR. MCCOURT: Today is October 12, 2001. My 
name is Tom McCourt, New York City Fire 
Department. I'm working with Richard Dunn, New 


York City Fire Department. 


Q. We are currently interviewing? 
A. John Traverso, field comm., fire alarm 
dispatcher. 


Q. Okay, John. On the date of September 11, the 
World Trade Center, can you tell us what your 
assignment was that day and everything that you can 
recall of that incident. 

A. Okay, I was assigned to field comm. that 
morning. We were out in front of quarters. We just 
came down to check the rig and we noticed smoke coming 
across from Manhattan and as soon as we turned around 
to go say something a second alarm was transmitted 
right away, so we responded. Upon going across the 
Brooklyn Bridge, we found out via radio that a plane 
had hit the building and we proceeded to go to the 
location. 

Once we got into Manhattan, we were radioed 
by Manhattan to go set up on West Street opposite the 
World Trade Center, set up the command post. So we 


responded over to West Street, we backed into a 
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building, I guess it would be right by the Merrill 
Lynch building where there is an underground parking 
garage. 

At that time as we were responding there was 
numerous people running, just to escape the catastrophe 
that had happened. We backed into the entrance to the 
garage -- 

Q. Let me interrupt you a little bit. Who were 
you working with that day? 

A. Richard Georello and Lieutenant Gates. We 
had a small field comm. van, not the regular field 
comm. apparatus at that time. We were told, as I said, 
by Manhattan to set up on West Street opposite of 
number 2. We backed in, we parked the truck on the 
ramp in front of the entrance to the underground 
parking garage. At that time Lieutenant Gates set up 
the local command board, I proceeded to go into the 
back of the van and operate the radios. 

My partner Richie was acting as a go between, 
because radio traffic was so intense. I would give him 
messages of whatever I was receiving, people trapped on 
different floors and he would hand deliver them over to 
the command post where Lieutenant Gates was working so 


he could give them to the command Chiefs. 
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Q. What frequencies were you working on, do you 
know? 
A. I believe it was frequency six on the handy 


talky, but I was on Manhattan frequency. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Really, because you couldn't get anything in 
on the handy talkies because it was so crowded. 

Q. Okay, go on. 

A. At the time we couldn't ascertain, but we saw 
a couple of bodies fall in the course of this, people 
jumping. In the middle of watching all this and 
receiving radio transmissions, I really couldn't look 
too well because I had to pay attention to what I was 
doing. At the time I received the report of people 
trapped on the 86 floor, I turned to the back of the 
van, gave it to Richie, who was working, he was going 
to bring it over, he looked up, stated an explicative 
and said everybody start running. Behind the van I 
remember seeing Mayor Giuliani, numerous Chiefs. 

Q. At this time? 

A. Yes, when I was there just prior to that. I 
seen, it was very crowded, it was all the command 
Chiefs. Assistant Commissioner Gregory was there. I'm 


not sure who else, I don't know, a lot of Chiefs, it 
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was so crowded. Everybody in the command sector was at 
that command post area. 

As the debris started falling, it had to be 
from building two, because the second plane hadn't hit 
yet. People started running, what I did I dove down 
into the corner of the van and covered myself. 

Q. In the van itself? 

A. In the van itself. After the debris went by 
I was lucky enough. I had cupped my hands over so I 
could breathe a bit. I crawled out of the van and 
crawled down to the parking garage. 

Q. Was anybody else with you there? 

A. Nobody else was with me at that time. Guys 
that were already outside. Everybody took off in 
different directions. A lot of people went down 
underneath and then went out the other side of the 
building from what I understand. I met a fireman down 
there, a couple of other firemen and we proceeded to go 
back further and once it started to clear up, I 
ventured out to see where Richie was because he was out 
in back of me and I hadn't seen him. 

There was a Battalion Chief I believe it 
was. I don't know who he was, said everybody start 


heading towards the water. So we started heading 
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towards the water. 

Q. Which way did you come out of the building? 

A. I came out the same way, right up to the 
field comm. truck because I remember there was one 
light still working on it. You could see through the 
dust and the debris the light was going around on it. 
You couldn't even get in there. I wanted to go see if 
I could operate the radio but it was shot. It was 
shot. We started heading for the water. Then the 
second one hit and we started running for the water and 
that came down. 

After that I got checked out by EMS. 
Luckily, thank god, I was all right. Took some oxygen. 

Q. Where was that? Where were you treated? 

A. To be the street, had to be -- 

Q. Over by West? 

A. No, it had to be over here by Vesey. Vesey, 
close to the water. Not near West, what is that, 
north, because they grabbed me because I had some dust 
and stuff on me. I proceeded up to Chambers and West, 
because that's where I saw everybody else was going. 
At that time I found Lieutenant Gates. He was trying 
to set up a command post at that time. There was a 


little bit of pandemonium. Everybody was trying to get 
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in and get set up. The field comm. truck arrived from 
the shops because it was on its way there anyway. 

I got into the truck and I started printing a 
history of what was going on. I started operating the 
radios. Then Billy was there, because he had seen what 
happened, he lives by Jersey. He saw what happened, he 
came in. I said look I have to go get cleaned up. I 
got to sit down and for the rest of the day I just 
helped them a little bit. That night at 10 o'clock we 
found out that Richie had ended up in Jersey because he 
jumped on a ferry, or he was placed on a ferry, I think 
by the water when everybody started running. We found 
out he was okay. 

That night, myself and Danny, walked across 
the Brooklyn Bridge back to quarters here. Just to 
unwind a bit. That's basically what happened. I 
really didn't -- I saw units coming, but faces. I was 
in the back of the van working the radio. I was 
writing things down and worrying about everything 
getting set up. I had no idea. I thought it was an 
accident. You know, a regular accidental plane crash 
at first. Then when they said the second one was hit 
and then the Pentagon. Then we realized, so it was a 


little unnerving. 


J. TRAVERSO 


Q. Sure. Anything else you can think of that 
you might have left out? 

A. No, we just all were standing in front of 
quarters and seeing smoke. We couldn't see the World 
Trade Centers because there is a building in the way. 
We thought it was a ship, maybe, on fire or a belching 
something from -- they just started a diesel or 
something. We had no clue what it was until they 
dropped the second alarm. 

Q. They told you on the way in it was a plane 
that crashed into? 

A. We were aware of it once we started 
responding. Also I left one thing out. When we first 
arrived on West Street I backed in. It was a fifth 
alarm at that time. I was told by the command post to 
have Manhattan transmit an additional separate fifth 
alarm. So I transmitted that. I had them transmit 
that. Then I got the report of the people trapped and 
handed it to Richie, and then the building came down. 
That's about it. 

MR. McCOURT: Okay. The time is 9:15. That 


concludes this interview. Thank you. 


